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APPG on Drones Inquiry Evidence Session 
‘The Use of Armed Drones: Working with Partners’

Civilian Casualties & the US Drone Programme: Lessons for the UK 

Witnesses:

Larry Lewis
Former Senior Advisor, US State Department 

Chris Woods
Director, Airwars

5.00pm, Wednesday 12 July 2017
Committee Room 16, Palace of Westminster
[bookmark: _GoBack]The APPG on Drones is pleased to hold an evidence session with Larry Lewis and Chris Woods as part of the APPG Inquiry into ‘The Use of Armed Drones: Working with Partners’. Larry Lewis, currently at CNA, was the Senior Advisor to the US Assistant Secretary of State responsible for human rights, focusing on civilian protection during military operations. He was lead analyst and co-author of the Joint Civilian Casualty Study in support of Generals Petraeus and McChrystal. His study was described by General Petraeus as ‘the first comprehensive assessment of the problem of civilian protection’. He is the author of ‘Rethinking the Drone War’, which calls for a robust and analytical assessment of U.S. counterterrorism operations, including the reassessing of civilian casualty rates. Larry also undertook several studies of airstrikes in Afghanistan with a number of counter-intuitive findings, such as drone strikes being ‘ten times more likely to result in civilian casualties’ than strikes by manned platforms.  Larry is back at CNA after spending two years in the State Department in both the Obama and Trump Administrations. Chris Woods is the Director of Airwars, a UK based NGO monitoring civilian casualties caused by Coalition airstrikes against Daesh. He recently undertook a transparency audit of the Coalition air war, in which he called for an independent review of the UK MOD’s claim that UK airstrikes have not caused civilian casualties. 
This evidence session is expected to consider the U.S. approach to reducing civilian casualties in its operations, best practices that promote civilian protection, recent U.S. policy developments, and the lessons the UK can learn from the US experience. The meeting will be followed by the APPG’s AGM.  
Inquiry Chair: Professor Michael Clarke
All Members of both Houses and their staff are welcome to attend
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